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jungle, the religion of rites and of immemorial usages, CHAP. XV
the sacrifices, and the gods sacrificed to, are alike un-
real: for the sage made perfect they have no existence.
There is no truth in things many, in things finite;
no truth where the thinker is other than the things
around him. A Vedic text says that he that medi-
tates upon any; deity as a being other than himself
has rno knowledge, and is a mere victim to the gods.
As soon as- a man. turns his back on every form of
life, and aspires to escape from all further embodi-
ment, he is free from the debt' of sacrifice to the
deities, and the debt of progeny to the forefathers of
the! tribes. He may, if he will, leave these debts
' unpaid, and proceed ^at once from sacred- studentship to
meditation and self-discipline in the jangle. After his
initiation irto 'the Veda-, the path of. abnegation and
knowledge is at once open to hint As there is no Thereuponot.
truth in the many, all truth is in the one; and this S^uiSJm
one that alone is is the Self, the inmost essence of all SSSlcrinlgr*"
things, that vivifies all sentiencies and permeate^ all
things, from a tuft of grass up to the highest god, up to
Brahma himself. This is the pure bliss, and it dwells
within the heart of every creature, and to see this and
to become one with it for ever is the highest end of
aspiration. It is to be reached only by a never-failing
inertion and a never-failing abstraction, by a rigid and
insensible posture, by apathy, vacuity, and ecstasy* To
see it, to become one with it, to melt away his per-
sonality into its impersonality, a man must renounce
all ties, must repair to the solitude of the forest, must
crush ev6ry desire, and check every feeling and thought,
till his mind be fitted to reflect the pure light oi undif-
f erenced being, to be irradiated with, till it pastf away
into, " the light of lights beyond the darkness." In the
course of this procedure the cosmic fiction gradually
vanishes, and the Self shines forth as the sun shines
slowly as the clouds disperse. There is thus a
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